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FOR CREATOR ROUNDTABLES 
 

Outreach part of Maria Pallante’s broader initiative to hear from wide range of copyright  

stakeholders around the country 

 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (Dec. 18, 2013) — The Recording Academy
®
 has announced a new initiative to 

facilitate leadership roundtables between music creators and Maria Pallante, the Register of Copyrights and 

Director of the U.S. Copyright Office. The initiative is a response to Pallante's stated goal of hearing from 

stakeholders on all sides of the copyright discussion. The Academy initiative, which will begin in New York on 

Jan. 14, 2014, and continue to other Academy Chapters whenever the Register or her senior team are in town, will 

feature roundtables with leading performers, songwriters and studio professionals.   

 

Appointed to lead the Copyright Office in 2011, Pallante serves as a key advisor to Congress during its review of 

copyright law. In recent testimony before Congress, she asked lawmakers to keep creators at the center of policy 

discussions, underscoring that the interests of creators are intertwined with the interests of the public. The 

Academy initiative responds to the Register’s plan to seek out the perspectives of individuals and businesses, not 

only through the usual channels in Washington, D.C., but through direct conversations across the country. At its 

recent GRAMMYs on the Hill
®
 Advocacy Day, The Recording Academy conducted a town hall with policy staff 

of the Copyright Office and offered to provide input from the important music sector.  

 

"How individual creators and small businesses interact with the copyright system is a fundamental measure of 

how well the law is working," Pallante said. "I appreciate the support of The Recording Academy in giving me 

unfiltered access to its members and their stories." 

 

"As policymakers continue their review of copyright in Washington, it is extremely important that it be informed 

by the voices of creators," said Neil Portnow, President/CEO of The Recording Academy. "We are grateful that 

Ms. Pallante is eager to hear from music makers and honored to be able to assist in this effort." 

 

The United States Copyright Office promotes creativity by administering and sustaining an effective national 

copyright system. The office serves as the principal advisor to Congress on copyright issues and administers the 

national copyright registration system. For more information about the U.S. Copyright Office, please visit 

www.copyright.gov and follow @CopyrightOffice on Twitter. 

 

Established in 1957, The Recording Academy is an organization of musicians, songwriters, producers, engineers 

and recording professionals that is dedicated to improving the cultural condition and quality of life for music and 

its makers. Internationally known for the GRAMMY Awards
®
 — the preeminent peer-recognized award for 

musical excellence and the most credible brand in music — The Recording Academy is responsible for 

groundbreaking professional development, cultural enrichment, advocacy, education and human services 

programs. The Academy continues to focus on its mission of recognizing musical excellence, advocating for the 

well-being of music makers and ensuring music remains an indelible part of our culture. For more information 

about The Academy, please visit www.grammy.com. For breaking news and exclusive content, follow 

@TheGRAMMYs on Twitter, like "The GRAMMYs" on Facebook, and join The GRAMMYs' social 

communities on Foursquare, GetGlue, Google +, Instagram, Pinterest, Tumblr, and YouTube. 
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