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CHICAGO, ROBERTA FLACK, ISAAC HAYES, IGGY POP, 
JOHN PRINE, PUBLIC ENEMY AND SISTER ROSETTA 
THARPE TO BE HONORED WITH RECORDING ACADEMY® 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
 
KEN EHRLICH, PHILIP GLASS AND FRANK WALKER TO BE 
HONORED WITH TRUSTEES AWARD; GEORGE 
AUGSPURGER TO RECEIVE TECHNICAL GRAMMY® AWARD 
 
 
SANTA MONICA, CALIF. (DEC. 19, 2019) — The Recording Academy® is honored to announce its 2020 
Special Merit Awards recipients. The Lifetime Achievement Award honorees are Chicago, Roberta Flack, 
Isaac Hayes, Iggy Pop, John Prine, Public Enemy and Sister Rosetta Tharpe. Ken Ehrlich, Philip Glass 
and Frank Walker are Trustees Award honorees; and George Augspurger is the Technical GRAMMY® 
Award recipient. A special award presentation ceremony and concert celebrating the honorees will be held on 
April 18, 2020, at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium. Additional details regarding the ceremony will be announced 
shortly. 
 
"Our industry is one that prides itself on influence and paying it forward, and each year the Recording 
Academy has the privilege of honoring a select group of visionaries whose creative contributions have rippled 
throughout our culture," said Deborah Dugan, President/CEO of the Recording Academy. "Our Special Merit 
Awards recipients have molded their musical passion into pieces of history that will continue to influence and 
inspire generations of music creators and music lovers to come." 
 
GRAMMY-winning rock band Chicago are among the first acts to bring big jazz band-style horns into rock 
music. Following their 1969 debut album, Chicago Transit Authority, which was inducted into the GRAMMY 
Hall Of Fame, they have released five No. 1 albums and nearly three dozen Top 40 hits.  
 
Roberta Flack is a true testament of what music education can do if you foster talent from an early age.  
Classically trained since age 15, she has garnered four GRAMMYs®, a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
and an everlasting musical legacy with songs such as "Where Is The Love" and "Killing Me Softly With His 
Song."   
 
A soul music pioneer, Isaac Hayes* was an in-house songwriter/producer at the legendary Stax Records, 
where he wrote such hits as "Soul Man" and "B-A-B-Y." He also had a successful solo career, releasing the 
GRAMMY-winning "Theme From Shaft" in 1971. 
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Godfather of Punk Iggy Pop was the lead singer of influential proto-punk band the Stooges and has released 
more than 15 albums as a solo artist. With rebellious and sometimes dangerous stage antics, he has 
influenced countless acts, including Sid Vicious and the Clash.   
 
John Prine's witty approach to storytelling has made him one of the most revered country & folk 
singer/songwriters since his emergence in the '70s. He has garnered two GRAMMYs and his classic 
eponymous debut album was inducted into the GRAMMY Hall Of Fame®.  
 
Public Enemy are one of the architects of hip-hop, bursting on the scene in ‘86, with a sonic firestorm of hard-
hitting political, cultural rhymes. They’ve since released 13 acclaimed LP’s including their classic album, It 
Takes A Nation Of Millions To Hold Us Back, which was named one of the greatest albums of all time by 
Rolling Stone. In 2018, their song “Fight The Power“ was inducted into the GRAMMY Hall Of Fame®. 
 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe*'s combination of gospel and blues, and her renowned technique on electric guitar, has 
influenced countless musicians, from Little Richard to Bob Dylan. The Godmother of Rock and Roll's 1945 hit, 
"Strange Things Happening Every Day," has been credited as the first gospel song to cross over to the R&B 
charts, becoming an early model for rock and roll. 
 
Ken Ehrlich has shepherded the GRAMMY Awards® telecast for the last 40 years and his ability to create 
events that are memorable and innovative has set a standard for television programming in the music industry. 
He helped pioneer the GRAMMY Moment — unique artist collaborations never before seen onstage.  
 
Composer and pianist Philip Glass is widely regarded as the most influential composer of the late 20th and 
21st centuries. Through his operas, film scores, concert pieces, theater works and wide-ranging collaborations 
with the likes of David Bowie, Paul Simon and Martin Scorsese, his music with repetitive structures has shaped 
the modern contemporary classical cannon. 
 
Frank Walker* began his career as an A&R scout for Columbia Records and went on to discover artists such 
as country great Hank Williams and blues legends Bessie Smith and Blind Willie Johnson. After wearing many 
hats at Columbia, he became the label chief for MGM Records in the mid-40s, where he introduced the 
soundtrack album concept and helped establish the Record Industry Association of America (RIAA). 
 
An audio and acoustical engineer, George Augspurger has designed rooms for some of the most reputable 
studios in North America. After beginning his career at JBL, where he established the JBL Professional 
division, he started his own independent consulting firm, Perception Inc., and continues to work after 70 years 
in the industry. 
 
The Lifetime Achievement Award celebrates performers who have made outstanding contributions of artistic 
significance to the field of recording, while the Trustees Award honors such contributions in areas other than 
performance. The Recording Academy’s National Board of Trustees determines the honorees of both awards. 
Technical GRAMMY Award recipients are voted on by the Academy's Producers & Engineers Wing® Advisory 
Council and Chapter Committees, and are ratified by the Academy's Trustees. The award is presented to 
individuals and companies who have made contributions of outstanding technical significance to the recording 
industry. 
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*Denotes posthumous honoree.  
 
 
ABOUT THE RECORDING ACADEMY 
The Recording Academy represents the voices of performers, songwriters, producers, engineers, and all music 
professionals. Dedicated to ensuring the recording arts remain a thriving part of our shared cultural heritage, 
the Academy honors music's history while investing in its future through the GRAMMY Museum®, advocates 
on behalf of music creators, supports music people in times of need through MusiCares®, and celebrates 
artistic excellence through the GRAMMY Awards — music's only peer-recognized accolade and highest 
achievement. As the world's leading society of music professionals, we work year-round to foster a more 
inspiring world for creators. 
  
For more information about the Academy, please visit www.grammy.com. For breaking news and exclusive 
content, follow @RecordingAcad on Twitter, "like" Recording Academy on Facebook, and join the Recording 
Academy's social communities on Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn. 
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CONTACTS 
 
Bradford Bridgers 
Recording Academy 
310.581.8641 
bradford.bridgers@recordingacademy.com 
 
Yaritza Romero 
Recording Academy 
310.392.3777 
yaritza.romero@recordingacademy.com 
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