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ANNUAL #MUSICARESCHALLENGE KICKS OFF WITH 

DEMI LOVATO, THE AVETT BROTHERS, BACKSTREET BOYS, 

KRISTIAN BUSH, BRANDY CLARK, ANDRA DAY, THE LUMINEERS, 

AND TROYE SIVAN LENDING SUPPORT 
 

Social Media Fundraising Campaign Benefits MusiCares
®
, A Four-Star Charity Providing A Safety 

Net Of Critical Health And Human Services To The Music Community 

 

 
 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (June 1, 2016)  The MusiCares Foundation
®
, a charity of The Recording 

Academy
®
, is launching a grassroots social media campaign, dubbed the #MusiCaresChallenge, to raise 

funds for its critical assistance and healthcare programs aimed at supporting members of the music 

community in times of need. In the spirit of giving back to music, the campaign invites artists and fans to 

post a photo or video with their favorite album, using the hashtag #MusiCaresChallenge, make a donation 

to MusiCares
®
, and tag five friends to do the same. The monthlong challenge runs through July 4 and has 

already garnered the support of celebrities such as Demi Lovato, the Avett Brothers, Backstreet Boys, 

Kristian Bush, Brandy Clark, Andra Day, the Lumineers, and Troye Sivan, among others. Watch an 

exclusive #MusiCaresChallenge video here.  

 

With a top four-star rating from Charity Navigator, MusiCares is the go-to charity among the music 

community, earning the support of industry heavyweights familiar with the foundation's good works. 

Designed to be more accessible, the grassroots nature of the #MusiCaresChallenge is intended to raise 

greater awareness about the importance of supporting music makers among the broader community of 

music fans. For additional information, please visit www.musicares.org. 

 

"As the music industry's Red Cross, MusiCares is rooted in the collective spirit of the creative 

community, whose members have an unspoken bond and self-imposed sense of duty to one another as 

brothers and sisters in music," said Neil Portnow, President/CEO of MusiCares and The Recording 

Academy. "I'm humbled by the gesture made by my longtime friend and comrade, Tom DeSavia, who 

truly personified the spirit of MusiCares when he took it upon himself to launch this grassroots 

fundraising campaign in 2014."  

https://www.facebook.com/TheLumineers/photos/a.10150230127366332.321893.124326571331/10153537776106332/?type=3&theater
http://hyperurl.co/MCChallengeVideo
http://hyperurl.co/MCChallengeVideo
http://www.musicares.org/


Established in 1989 by The Recording Academy, MusiCares provides a safety net of critical assistance for 

music people in times of need. MusiCares' services and resources cover a wide range of financial, 

medical, and personal emergencies, and each case is treated with integrity and confidentiality. MusiCares 

also focuses the resources and attention of the music industry on human service issues that directly impact 

the health and welfare of the music community. Since its inception, MusiCares has provided more than 

$43 million in direct financial assistance to music people in times of crisis. In that time, the charity has 

served nearly 80,000 clients through its programs and services. 

 

For more information, please visit www.musicares.org. For breaking news and exclusive content, please 

"like" MusiCares on Facebook, and follow @MusiCares on Twitter and Instagram.  

 

Established in 1957, The Recording Academy is an organization of musicians, songwriters, producers, 

engineers, and recording professionals dedicated to improving the cultural condition and quality of life for 

music and its makers. Internationally known for the GRAMMY Awards
®
 — the preeminent peer-

recognized award for musical excellence and the most credible brand in music — The Recording 

Academy is responsible for groundbreaking professional development, cultural enrichment, advocacy, 

education and human services programs. The Academy continues to focus on its mission of recognizing 

musical excellence, advocating for the well-being of music makers and ensuring music remains an 

indelible part of our culture. For more information about The Academy, please visit www.grammy.com. 

For breaking news and exclusive content, follow @TheGRAMMYs on Twitter, "like" The GRAMMYs
®

 

on Facebook and join The GRAMMYs' social communities on Google+, Instagram, Tumblr, and 

YouTube. 
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Media Contacts:                                              

Christina Cassidy/MusiCares Foundation/310.581.8670/christina.cassidy@grammy.com 

Amy Pandya/Rogers & Cowan/ 310.854.8101/apandya@rogersandcowan.com  

Eileen Thompson-Ray/Rogers & Cowan/310.854.8137/eray@rogersandcowan.com 
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