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THREE-TIME GRAMMY
®
 WINNERS LITTLE BIG TOWN AND 

REPS. JUDY CHU AND DOUG COLLINS TO BE HONORED AT 
GRAMMYS ON THE HILL

®
 AWARDS  

THE RECORDING ACADEMY™ CELEBRATES 20 YEARS OF ADVOCACY IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C., ON APRIL 18 
 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (MARCH 28, 2018) — On April 18, the Recording Academy™ will celebrate 20 years of 
advocacy in Washington, D.C., by honoring Karen Fairchild, Kimberly Schlapman, Phillip Sweet, and Jimi 
Westbrook of three-time GRAMMY® winners Little Big Town at the annual GRAMMYs on the Hill® Awards. 
Little Big Town's contributions to the music industry align with some of the Recording Academy's key advocacy 
and organizational causes, including advocating for music education and supporting MusiCares®, a charity 
founded by the Academy that provides a safety net of support for the music community. The evening will also 
feature a performance by the band. 
 
Uniting the worlds of music and politics, GRAMMYs on the Hill also recognizes legislators who have improved 
the environment for music by advocating for music creators' rights. The 2018 congressional honorees are Rep. 
Judy Chu (D-Calif.), a long-time champion of music creators, and Rep. Doug Collins (R-Ga.), author of the 
songwriter-focused Music Modernization Act (H.R. 4706) and a senior member of the House Judiciary 
Committee. Chu and Collins also both serve as co-chairs of the Congressional Creative Rights Caucus.  
 
“Little Big Town's advocacy efforts, coupled with the legislative momentum on Capitol Hill to protect creators, 
further the Academy's vision of a brighter future for music—something the Recording Academy has been 
championing since its inception, and made an even greater commitment to when it established its D.C. offices 
in 1998," said Recording Academy President/CEO Neil Portnow. "We also are privileged to recognize the 
significant contributions of Reps. Chu and Collins, who have long supported the creative community's right to 
be fairly compensated and to have meaningful copyright protections, advocating for the current comprehensive 
legislation, and supporting our continuing campaign for a terrestrial performance right." 
 
"We’re honored to stand alongside the Academy and Reps. Chu and Collins in speaking out and protecting an 
industry that has done so much for us," said Sweet.  
 
"Music is healing and powerful, and music education gives our children an outlet for expression that 
is absolutely necessary for their overall growth and well-being," continued Fairchild. "We will continue to do our 
part to protect music education, songwriters, recordings, and the artists who bring them to life." 
 
Don Henley, Jennifer Hudson, Alicia Keys, John Mayer, Keith Urban, and Zac Brown Band are all past 
honorees at the GRAMMYs on the Hill Awards. Previous GRAMMYs on the Hill congressional honorees 
include former Vice President Joe Biden; Sens. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.), Susan Collins (R-Maine), Orrin Hatch 
(R-Utah), Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.), John McCain (R-Ariz.), and Tom Udall (D-N.M.); and House Leaders Kevin 
McCarthy (R-Calif.) and Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.). 

http://www.grammy.org/recording-academy/advocacy
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The awards dinner and show will take place at the Hamilton Live in Washington, D.C., and will feature unique 
live performances and musical surprises. The GRAMMYs on the Hill Awards are sponsored by music rights 
organization SESAC Inc.  
 
The following day, April 19, the Recording Academy will host the annual GRAMMYs on the Hill Advocacy Day, 
Capitol Hill’s largest and most prestigious legislative event for music creators. This year’s Advocacy Day will 
feature current and past GRAMMY winners and nominees, along with other esteemed industry leaders from 
across the country visiting with lawmakers to discuss important issues facing today's music creators.  
 
Key issues that will be discussed with members of Congress as a part of the Academy's Advocacy Day include 
the need for comprehensive music legislation that benefits all creators—performers, songwriters, producers, 
and engineers—and brings copyright law into the 21st century. This would include recognizing producers as 
part of copyright law, setting market-based rate standards for songwriters and performers, and closing the pre-
1972 loophole to ensure all artists are paid what they deserve, no matter when their music was created. The 
Recording Academy has worked tirelessly to gain support for comprehensive music copyright reform within the 
music industry and among legislators, testifying before the House Judiciary Committee in 2014 and calling for 
a music omnibus bill. The Academy is pleased that the House Judiciary Committee plans to markup a 
comprehensive bill the week preceding the event. 
 
For more information about GRAMMYs on the Hill and to stay up-to-date on the latest Recording Academy 
advocacy efforts, visit www.grammy.com/advocacy, follow @GRAMMYAdvocacy on Twitter, and "like" 
GRAMMY Advocacy on Facebook. 
 
ABOUT THE RECORDING ACADEMY 
Best known for the GRAMMY Awards®, the Recording Academy is the only organization that exists to 
champion the voices of performers, songwriters, producers, and engineers. With no corporate members, the 
Recording Academy directly and solely represents music creators, working tirelessly to protect their rights and 
interests. From strong representation in Washington, to mobilizing the industry and organizing grassroots 
movements across all 50 states, we use advocacy, education, and dialogue to raise awareness about pressing 
music issues, develop policy, and advance key legislation. Our purpose is to give back to music makers by 
making sure that they're compensated fairly for their work today and have greater opportunities to prosper 
tomorrow. 
 
ABOUT LITTLE BIG TOWN 
Little Big Town—consisting of members Karen Fairchild, Kimberly Schlapman, Phillip Sweet, and Jimi 
Westbrook—entered the music scene more than 18 years ago with hits such as "Boondocks," "Bring It On 
Home," "Good As Gone," and "Little White Church." Albums Tornado and Pain Killer delivered massive 
success with No. 1 singles "Pontoon," "Tornado," "Day Drinking," and the history-making, best-selling country 
single of 2015, "Girl Crush." Little Big Town recently received their third career GRAMMY® Award for Best 
Country Duo/Group Performance for their multi-week No. 1, platinum-selling hit, "Better Man," off their chart-
topping album The Breaker. Their latest album debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Country Albums chart and 
Top 5 on the Billboard 200 all genre chart.  
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CONTACTS 
 
Katie Franklin     Neda Azarfar 
Finn Partners      Recording Academy 
T. 202.974.5084     T. 310.392.3777 
katie.franklin@finnpartners.com   neda.azarfar@grammy.com 
 
 
For Little Big Town 
Kelly Russell Jarrell 
Sandbox Entertainment 
T. 615.915.5454 
kelly@sandboxmgmt.com  
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