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RECORDING ACADEMY® AND MUSICARES® ESTABLISH 
COVID-19 RELIEF FUND IN RESPONSE TO UNPRECEDENTED 
MUSIC INDUSTRY EVENT CANCELLATIONS 
 
RECORDING ACADEMY® AND MUSICARES® HAVE CONTRIBUTED INITIAL 
DONATIONS TOTALING $2 MILLION  
 
SANTA MONICA, CALIF. (MARCH 17, 2020) — The Recording Academy® and its affiliated charitable 
foundation MusiCares® have established the COVID-19 Relief Fund to help people in the music industry 
affected by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak and subsequent cancellation of multiple music 
events. From hotel and bar gigs to major music festivals, COVID-19 is deeply impacting live music events, and 
the creative community behind it all. 

Administered through MusiCares, the COVID-19 Fund will be used to directly support those in the music 
community with the greatest need. To establish the fund, both the Recording Academy and MusiCares have 
contributed an initial donation of $1 million each, totaling $2 million. Additionally, all Recording Academy 
Chapters have committed to fundraising in their local communities. Further updates and announcements will 
be made in the coming days.  

Harvey Mason jr., Chair and Interim CEO of the Recording Academy, says: 
 
"Event cancellations are at unprecedented levels and the situation therefore requires an unprecedented 
response. Many people in the industry are now in crisis, not knowing what the future holds or having to deal 
with dire commercial realities. We are asking the entire industry to stand with us to support the musicians, 
artists and professionals who are the bedrock and the future of our music community." 
 
"It’s in times like these that many of us turn to music. Music can help us cope, and has the power to bring us 
together during a time when many of us might feel isolated. We encourage people everywhere to embrace the 
music industry which needs our help in these uncertain times." 
 
Steve Boom, MusiCares Chair, adds: 
 
"The music industry is built on the work of musicians, artists, and music professionals. It is in times like these, 
that the industry needs to come together to support those who are struggling, particularly those who rely on 
touring incomes to survive. We know this fund will need to be significant. We will not be able to do it alone, and 
that’s why we are asking the entire music community including labels, streaming services, and anyone who is 
able to join us in this important effort. We're all in when the good times roll, and it’s important that we're all in 
when times are tough, too." 
 
If you wish to support our efforts to assist music people in need, visit: 
https://www.grammy.com/MusiCares/CoronavirusReliefFund 
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If you are a member of the music industry in need of assistance, visit: musicares.org.   
 
ABOUT THE RECORDING ACADEMY 
The Recording Academy represents the voices of performers, songwriters, producers, engineers, and all music 
professionals. Dedicated to ensuring the recording arts remain a thriving part of our shared cultural heritage, 
the Academy honors music's history while investing in its future through the GRAMMY Museum®, advocates 
on behalf of music creators, supports music people in times of need through MusiCares®, and celebrates 
artistic excellence through the GRAMMY Awards® — music's only peer-recognized accolade and highest 
achievement. As the world's leading society of music professionals, we work year-round to foster a more 
inspiring world for creators. 
  
For more information about the Academy, please visit www.grammy.com. For breaking news and exclusive 
content, follow @RecordingAcad on Twitter, "like" Recording Academy on Facebook, and join the Recording 
Academy's social communities on Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn. 
 
ABOUT MUSICARES 
A friend and ally of the music community, MusiCares was established by the Recording Academy  to safeguard 
the health and well-being of all music people. A four-star charity and safety net in times of need, 
MusiCares offers confidential preventive, recovery, and emergency programs to address financial, medical, 
and personal health issues. Through the generosity of our donors and volunteer professionals, our dedicated 
team works across the country to ensure the music community has the resources and support it needs. 
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For Recording Academy 
Andie Cox 
Recording Academy 
T. 310.581.8654 
andie.cox@recordingacademy.com   
 
For MusiCares 
Eileen Thompson-Ray 
Rogers & Cowan/PMK 
T. 310.854.8137 
Eileen.Thompson-Ray@rogersandcowanpmk.com 
 


