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ALL-STAR LINEUP PAYS TRIBUTE AT "ARETHA! A GRAMMY® 
CELEBRATION FOR THE QUEEN OF SOUL" ON JAN. 13, 2019 
 
HOSTED BY TYLER PERRY, THE ONE-OF-A-KIND CONCERT WILL FEATURE 
EXCITING AND MOVING PERFORMANCES OF ARETHA'S LEGENDARY HITS BY 
TODAY'S BIGGEST ARTISTS 
  
SANTA MONICA, CALIF. (DEC. 27, 2018)— The Recording Academy™, AEG Ehrlich Ventures, Clive Davis, 
and CBS will pay tribute to the legendary career of 18-time GRAMMY® winner and 2008 MusiCares® Person of 
the Year honoree Aretha Franklin by presenting "Aretha! A GRAMMY Celebration For The Queen Of Soul." 
Performing songs from her legendary repertoire are GRAMMY winners Yolanda Adams, Shirley Caesar, 
Alessia Cara, Kelly Clarkson, Common, Celine Dion, Jennifer Hudson, Alicia Keys, John Legend, Patti LaBelle, 
and BeBe Winans as well as current GRAMMY nominees Brandi Carlile, Chloe X Halle, H.E.R., Janelle 
Monáe, and SZA. Actor and filmmaker Tyler Perry will host the unforgettable night. Additional unique 
performances to be announced in the coming weeks. 
 
The live concert will tape Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019, at 6 p.m. PT at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. The 
special will be broadcast later in 2019 on the CBS Television Network. Presale concert tickets go on sale (use 
code Aretha) Friday, Dec. 28, 2018, at 10 a.m. PT, general tickets go on sale Monday, Dec. 31, 2018, at 10 
a.m. PT and  available for purchase at AXS.com.  
 
"Aretha Franklin's reign as the Queen of Soul is incomparable and undisputed," said Neil Portnow, 
President/CEO of the Recording Academy. "For more than six decades, her extraordinary artistic 
achievements coupled with her passionate dedication to her philanthropic work—which ranged from children's 
and artists' issues to civil rights activism—served as a testament to her power, majesty, and genius. These 
gifts positioned her as a true cultural icon, and the Recording Academy is honored to celebrate her 
inspirational legacy." 
  
"We're approaching this show with extremely mixed feelings of sadness and joy, two qualities that over my 37 
years of working with Aretha were often present," said Ken Ehrlich, executive producer of AEG Ehrlich 
Ventures. "Our hope is that we will be able to share her remarkable musical and cultural accomplishments 
through her own words and music as well as through the performances of an amazing group of musical artists 
who will gather to celebrate her rich musical heritage." 
  
"I am thrilled to have the Recording Academy and CBS as partners in this global tribute to my very dear 
friend Aretha Franklin,” said Clive Davis.  "Aretha was more than the Queen of Soul; she was a national 
treasure. This unique concert — featuring many of today's greatest artists — will celebrate Aretha in a 
spectacular manner befitting her once-in-a-lifetime talent."  
 
"This special will celebrate Aretha Franklin’s numerous accomplishments as an entertainment icon, singer, 
songwriter, pianist, actress, and civil rights activist," said, Jack Sussman, Executive Vice President, Specials, 
Music and Live Events, CBS Entertainment. "Aretha had an incredible effect on humanity and music with her 
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indomitable spirit and grace. We look forward to honoring this music legend with numerous performers who all 
admire and respect the Queen of Soul." 
  
"Aretha! A GRAMMY Celebration" continues the tradition of previous Emmy-winning TV specials presented by 
the Recording Academy, AEG Ehrlich Ventures, and CBS: "Sinatra 100—An All-Star GRAMMY Concert," 
"Stevie Wonder: Songs In The Key Of Life—An All-Star GRAMMY Salute," and "The Beatles: The Night That 
Changed America—A GRAMMY Salute."  
  
"Aretha! A GRAMMY Celebration" is produced by AEG Ehrlich Ventures, LLC. Ehrlich and Clive Davis are 
executive producers, Ron Basile and Chantel Sausedo are producers, and David Wild is the writer/producer. 
 
ABOUT THE RECORDING ACADEMY 
The Recording Academy represents the voices of performers, songwriters, producers, engineers, and all music 
professionals. Dedicated to ensuring the recording arts remain a thriving part of our shared cultural heritage, 
the Academy honors music's history while investing in its future through the GRAMMY Museum®, advocates 
on behalf of music creators, supports music people in times of need through MusiCares, and celebrates artistic 
excellence through the GRAMMY Awards®—music's only peer-recognized accolade and highest achievement. 
As the world's leading society of music professionals, we work year-round to foster a more inspiring world for 
creators. 
  
For more information about the Academy, please visit www.grammy.com. For breaking news and exclusive 
content, follow @RecordingAcad on Twitter, "like" Recording Academy on Facebook, and join the Recording 
Academy's social communities on Instagram, Tumblr, and YouTube.  
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Lourdes Lopez Patton  
Recording Academy 
T. 310.392.3777 
lourdes.lopez@recordingacademy.com   
 
Tiffany Smith-Anoa'i/Kate Fisher 
CBS Television 
T. 818.655.1587 / 212.975.3818 
tiffany.smith@cbs.com/khfisher@cbs.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 


