
 
 

Steinway Teams Up with Alicia Keys for Artist Relief through MusiCares® 

 

NEW YORK, NY (August 31, 2020) – Steinway & Sons is proud to announce the conclusion of 

a special auction to support the MusiCares® COVID-19 Relief. On August 15, a generous bidder 

won the online auction of a beautiful Steinway-designed Boston 126E upright piano—finished in 

brilliant turquoise and signed by 15-time GRAMMY® Award-winning singer and songwriter 

Alicia Keys. The final sale generated $35,000 for the MusiCares COVID-19 Relief, which seeks 

to alleviate the enormous financial burden placed on people in the music industry who are 

adversely impacted by the global pandemic.  

 

"Having performed professional style concerts as a singer at nursing homes for over 25 years, I 

am aware of the power of music to change lives", said auction winner Andy Nahas. "I bid on this 

piano on behalf of MusicPower, a charity I established to support exceptional music related 

initiatives such as MusiCares. I'm further excited because we've chosen to donate the piano to 

another impressive initiative called the Avenue Blackbox Theatre in Rochester, New York, 

which will launch an expanded music learning program for inner city youth and adults upon 

receipt of Alicia's beautiful Steinway piano. We expect this autographed piano will inspire and 

motivate many people to make music creation an important part of their lives. I give a big thank 

you to Steinway, Alicia Keys, and MusiCares for offering this multiple win opportunity!" 

 

The piano, which was donated by Steinway and used by Alicia Keys in her home for three 

months, was featured in Keys’ social media and was used for a special Amazon livestream event 

and in a promotion for the 2020 New York Census. The Steinway-designed Boston piano 

captures Steinway DNA through the unique patents and expertise that have made the Steinway 

heritage synonymous with musical excellence since 1853. Keys’ signature elevates the piano to a 

one-of-a-kind collector’s item, and its success as an auction item is a testament to both the 

artist’s reputation and to the goodwill of MusiCares supporters seeking to help music 

professionals during this very difficult time.  

“I feel so blessed that this piano—which has so many personal memories for me—is going to be 

auctioned for MusiCares, which has helped so many artists and creators and the music 

community during the pandemic,” said Alicia Keys. “I can’t wait for whoever gets this piano to 

feel the magic inside of it, and for us to continue to support and love each other.” 

“This auction was even more successful than we initially anticipated,” said Ron Losby, President 

and CEO of Steinway & Sons. “We have Alicia Keys and her stunning musical spirit to thank. 

What’s more, the generosity of the winning bidder is simply staggering. Not only did the winner 

gift $35,000 to MusiCares, he also has committed to place the piano at an inner-city venue in 

Rochester, New York. Alicia’s piano will inspire and motivate many people for years to come.” 

https://www.grammy.com/musicares/get-help/musicares-coronavirus-relief
https://www.musicpower.org/
https://www.avenuetheatre.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCEYaKeL6KI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t92iUui0Stw


"We're grateful and honored this piano will now have a home in a space that believes deeply in 

the power of music and performing arts to change lives.  We know its legacy will live in the 

hearts of generations to come", said Avenue Blackbox Founder and Artistic Director Reenah 

Golden.   

About MusiCares  

A friend and ally of the music community, MusiCares was established by the Recording 

Academy to safeguard the health and well-being of all music people. A four-star charity and 

safety net in times of need, MusiCares offers confidential preventive, recovery, and emergency 

programs to address financial, medical, and personal health issues. Through the generosity of our 

donors and volunteer professionals, our dedicated team works across the country to ensure the 

music community has the resources and support it needs. For more information please 

visit www.musicares.org  

 

About Steinway & Sons 

Since 1853, Steinway has set an uncompromising standard for sound, touch, beauty, and 

investment value. Because of a dedication to continuous improvement, today’s Steinway remains 

the choice of 9 out of 10 concert artists, and is the preferred piano of countless musicians, 

professional and amateur, throughout the world. For more information, visit www.steinway.com. 

 

Media Contacts: 

 

MusiCares 

Rosie de Queljoe 

Rosie.deQueljoe@porternovelli.com 

310-754-4813 

 

Steinway & Sons 

Anthony Gilroy 

agilroy@steinway.com 

718-204-3116 

 

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.musicares.org&esheet=52235776&newsitemid=20200616005601&lan=en-US&anchor=www.musicares.org&index=2&md5=2f2ca438c2a30c25f8445815713b046d
http://www.steinway.com/
mailto:Rosie.deQueljoe@porternovelli.com
mailto:agilroy@steinway.com

